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City of Bloomington Comprehensive Plan and
Strategic Plan Tie-In

Comprehensive Plan 2035 provides a context for decisions about growth and development in
the City. It reflects the City’s policy intent with respect to many issues that confront Bloomington,
including built, fiscal, social, environment and economic conditions. The plan sets forth a series of
goals to be achieved over the next twenty years, defines objectives to be reached in support of
the goals, and recommends actions by the City, and its regional partners, to reach the objectives.
The plan also addresses implementation, by establishing benchmarks and measures of performance
to gauge to what degree the goals and objectives are attained, and whether the progress achieved
is producing the intended results.

Goal N-1: Ensure the compact development of the City through denser, mixed-use
developments and reinvestment in the established older neighborhoods

Goal CWB-2: Create a lifelong community that meets the needs of residents of all ages
and abilities

Goal UEW-1: Provide quality public infrastructure within the City to protect public
health, safety and the environment

Goal TAQ-1: A safe and efficient network of streets, bicycle- pedestrian facilities and
other infrastructure to serve users in any surface transportation mode

Goal TAQ-5: Safe and efficient movement of freight by motor vehicle, rail and air, in the
community and serving local, state, national and international markets.

Strategic Plan 2010-2025 sets the tone for City government functions in Bloomington. The
goals and objectives are guiding principles that enter into every City action. Every staff memo
asking for City Council action must link to at least one goal. All of these projects fit into the
following goals and objectives, helping Bloomington become a “Jewel of Midwest Cities.”

Goal 2. Upgrade City Infrastructure and Facilities
Objective 2a. Better quality roads and sidewalks

Goal 4. Strong Neighborhoods
Objective 4c. Preservation of property/home valuations
Objective 4d. Improved neighborhood infrastructure

Goal 5. Great Place – Livable, Sustainable City
Objective 5a.Well-planned City with necessary services and infrastructure
Objective 5b. City decisions consistent with plans and policies
Objective 5e. More attractive city: commercial areas and neighborhood.
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Project 1: Interstate 55 Business (Veterans Parkway) from Commerce Parkway to
Interstate 55 and at Illinois 9 in Bloomington and Normal in McLean County
Resurfacing on 6.4 miles and ADA improvements from Commerce Parkway to Interstate 55 and
engineering for location, environmental and design studies at Illinois 9 are programmed during FY
2019-2023 at a cost of $13.5 million.

Project 2: Illinois 9/US 150 from east of Interstate 74 to Royal Pointe Drive in
Bloomington and from Locust Street toTowanda Avenue in Bloomington
Resurfacing on 6.9 miles, ADA improvements, engineering for design, location and environmental
studies and engineering for contract plans are programmed during FY 2018-2023 at a cost of
$10.9 million. Of this total, engineering for design, location and environmental studies is
programmed in FY 2018 at a cost of $1.3 million.

State of Illinois FY 2019 Proposed Budget
On February 14, 2018 Governor Bruce Rauner released the Fiscal Year 2019 Proposed Budget.
The proposed capital budget includes $9.7 billion for IDOT, which includes new and continuing
investments in the state’s infrastructure. However, the budget does not include any projects for
Bloomington in IDOT’s list of road and highway project examples. The final budget has not been
approved. There’s still time this year to fund these and additional projects in the City of
Bloomington.

IDOT’s Highway Improvement Program

Project 1: $13,500,000

Project 2: $10,900,000

Total: $24,400,000

The Illinois Department of Transportation‘s (IDOT) multi-
year program proposes a total of $448 million in spending
for District 5, which includes McLean County, Champaign
County, DeWitt County, Edgar County, Piatt County and
Vermillion County. State road projects in Bloomington and
Normal total $24.4 million over five years. The City of
Bloomington is supportive of the two projects listed in this
plan that impact Bloomington, but the plan lacks additional
projects that would be vital to transportation in
Bloomington. The City is not suggesting that any projects be
removed, but that additional funding be provided to IDOT so
that they are able to make improvements to state-maintained
infrastructure in Bloomington. The two supported projects in
the plan are below.
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Main Street / US 51 (Bus.) Multi-Modal Corridor

The Main Street / US 51 Corridor Project includes essential improvements by providing new, safe
and enhanced modes of travel to a multitude of users, re-invigorating the corridor. An on-street
bicycle lane will be provided, segregating bicycle traffic from pedestrian traffic using the existing
sidewalk system. Enhancements will be made for pedestrian travel to include an expanded
sidewalk network, wider sidewalks, safe crosswalks, and ADA compliant ramps. Streetscaping, as
proposed by The Main Street Transportation Improvement Feasibility Study for Bloomington-
Normal, Illinois, is planned by the communities for a future enhancement as part of a
comprehensive corridor improvement. A traffic calming effect through a reduction in lane width,
rehabilitated sections of pavement and curb and gutter, and traffic signal modernization and
optimization, is designed to reduce vehicle-vehicle crashes. Users within the corridor will also have
direct connections to Uptown Station in Normal (where more than 250,000 riders access
Amtrak annually); Connect Transit, an award-winning public transit system; regional bus service;
and a new connection to the Constitution Trail. The proposed improvement to Business Route US
51 will upgrade the corridor to a complete, well designed, multimodal transportation system
through the commercial, entertainment, health, and education pillar of Bloomington-Normal,
becoming a national model for other municipalities. It builds on millions of dollars of previous
investment, including high-speed rail and significantly expanded Connect Transit bus service.

The project will benefit students, residents, visitors and workers with alternatives for active modes
of transportation to schools, businesses, medical facilities, social services and institutions, while at
the same time easing vehicular traffic congestion. The project will promote healthy, safe, efficient,
economical and environmentally friendly opportunities for travel to meet the demands of a
changing demographic.

Project south end, Main at Olive, Bloomington Project north end, College at Main, Normal

Preliminary Engineering $3,000,000 Construction $18,000,000

Land Acquisition $1,500,000 Construction Engineering $500,000

Utility Adjustments $500,000 Total Cost $23,500,000
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Members of the Council, City staff and the Bent School teachers and administration strongly
disagree with the current routing of US Rt. 150/IL Rt. 9 along Lee St. from Empire St. to Locust St.
The City believes this routing is detrimental to neighborhood character and public safety and that
the routing poorly serves the trucking industry as well. Rerouting this section to US Business 51
on Center St. would be fairly inexpensive and an easily achieved improvement. The Main St.
Feasibility Study also recommended the reroute. Locust would be converted to two-way traffic
from Lee St. to Main St. to accommodate the change. Rerouting as proposed would have a limited
cost. The City would then assume responsibility for Lee St. and would repurpose it as pedestrian
friendly collector street with potential for multi model uses, including bike lanes.

In addition to rerouting, this area needs sidewalk and ramp improvements to comply with the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

US 150 / Illinois 9 Rerouting and Improvements

US 150 / Illinois 9 directs traffic, including semi-trucks, along Lee Street. Residences and Bent 
Elementary School are impacted.

U.S. 150 / Illinois Route 9 stays out of the neighborhood. Locust remains a two-way street 
through the corridor instead of becoming one-way eastbound at Lee Street. Side benefit: 

Better access to downtown.
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US 150, I-55 (Bus.) to Illinois 9  Improvements

US 150 (Clinton Street) from Interstate
55 Business (Veterans Parkway) to Illinois
9 (Empire Street)

Resurfacing is overdue on US 150 as a whole,
but especially on Clinton Street. The City urges
IDOT to give high priority to Clinton Street
and to engage in resurfacing of all routes
through the City more often than it does
currently. In addition, sidewalk improvements,
and ADA ramp improvements are needed along
this route.
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US 51 (Bus.), Emerson to Locust Improvements

Portions of US 51 Business (Center
Street) from Emerson Street to Locust
Street

Reconstruction, sidewalk improvements, and
ADA ramp improvements are needed on US 51
north of the Downtown. This area has a poor
subbase, which is believed to be responsible for
premature failure of resurfacing on the roads.
Road reconstruction is necessary in this area.

US 51 Business &
West Locust Street

US 51 Business &
West Emerson Street
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US 51 (Bus.), Oakland to Kentucky Improvements

US 51 Business (Center Street and Main
Street) from Oakland Street to Kentucky
Alley (Bridges over Norfolk Southern
Railroad)

Resurfacing, bridge repairs, sidewalk
improvements, and ADA ramp improvements
are needed for the US 51 Business bridges that
cross Norfolk Southern Railway. Pieces of
concrete are falling from the bridges, causing a
potentially fatal hazard for vehicles and
pedestrians that travel underneath them.

US 51 Business &
Oakland Street

US 51 Business &
Kentucky Alley
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Sample Resolution
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Sample Resolution
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Map of All State and Federal Roads in the City of Bloomington


